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The Columbia Seminary
and the Southwestern Synods

On account of financial conditions, the Board of

Directors of the Divinity School at Clarksville, has sus-

pended for a time, that school, and the Synods and the

Board are now interested in the problem of their relations

to the Theological Seminaries already established in other

parts of the Church.

The Columbia Theological Seminary would naturally

fall heir to the interest and patronage of the Synods of

Mississippi, Louisiana and Tennessee.

1. Because historically and genetically South Carolina,

Georgia, Florida and Alabama are more nearly related

to the people of the States of Mississippi, Louisiana and
Tennessee than the other States in other sections of the

country. The people of the Southwest belong to the same
type since the tide of emigration rolled from this region

to the fertile and now populous Mississippi valley.

2. Ecclesiastically the Presbyterianism of the States

supporting Columbia Seminary is of the same type with

that of the sister Synods in the adjacent States of the

Southwest, and their natural affiliation would be with

Presbyterians of the same type, the same characteristics

and historic associations and living in contiguous ter-

ritory.

3. The Seminary at Columbia is entirely the property

of the Presbyterian Church in the United States, and no

question can ever arise at any time in the future as to the

character of instruction to be given at that school without

questioning the orthodoxy or loyalty to our historic Pres-

byterianism of our own Church. The status at Columbia
can never be jeopardized by its ownership even in part by
other than the Presbyterian Church in the United States

exclusively.

4. The Seminary at Columbia can offer the Synods of

Mississippi, Louisiana and Tennessee exactly the same



share in the control and ownership of the Seminary, as is

now possessed by the Synods which founded and have for

ninety years owned and managed the institution. The
offer will be made to these Synods to come into this part-

nership on exactly the same basis with the present Synods
of South Carolina, Georgia, Florida and Alabama.

5. The endowment and the faculty and present pros-

pects of the institution are such as to guarantee its large

efficiency for the work which it offers to do for these

Synods. The endowment of the institution is growing;

not a cent of its endowment fund has ever been used for

current expenses ; the student body has gone from twenty

to sixty in the last six years, and is still growing—it

likely will be seventy-five the next year—so that the invi-

tation to the Synods of the Southwest is to come into

partnership "without money and without price" in owning
and controlling one of the most growing and effective

Theological Seminaries in the Church.

Columbia Seminary with its unparalleled history, its

unequaled library, with over a thousand alumni, with

sixty students last year, with a growth during the last

six years never had by any institution in the Church, with

a plant and endowments representing over $600,000, with

not a cent of debt, and with no loss of money since the

convulsions incident to the Civil War, offers an oppor-

tunity to the Synods of Mississippi, Louisiana and Ten-

nessee which it is believed those great Synods will recog-

nize as requiring them to enter into partnership with

their sister Synods of South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama
and Florida in the ownership and control of this great and

growing school of the prophets, the Columbia Theological

Seminary.
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The Faculty

In the order of their official seniority the present faculty

of Columbia Seminary is as follows

:

W. M. McPheeters.

Born in St. Louis, Mo., April 8, 1854; A. B., Washing-
ton and Lee University; graduate Union Theological

Seminary, Virginia, 1880 ; D. D., Washington and Lee

University; LL. D., Davidson College; pastor, Rocky
Mount, Va., 1881-1888

;
professor, 0. T. Exegesis, Colum-

bia Theological Seminary, 1888; editor (or joint editor)

of the Bible Student, 1900-1904 ; Stone Lecturer at Prince-

ton Seminary, 1912 ; contributor of article on Jesus and
Authority in Religion in Hastings Dictionary of Christ

and the Gospels; contributor of sundry short articles in

the International Standard Encyclopaedia.

Richard Clark Reed.

Born January 24, 1851 ; A. B., King College, Tennessee,

1873; graduated Union Theological Seminary, Virginia,

1876; D. D., King College, 1891, LL. D., 1896; pastor

Charlotte Courthouse, Va., 1877-85; Franklin, Tenn..

1885-9; Charlotte, N. C, 1889-92; Nashville, Tenn.,

1892-8; professor Church History and Polity, Columbia
Theological Seminary, 1898 ; associate editor Presbyterian

Quarterly, 1902-4 ; coeditor Presbyterian Standard, 1905

;

member Am. Soc. Church History ; author, The Gospel as

Taught by Calvin, 1896; History of the Presbyterian

Churches of the World, 1905 ; also historical sketch of the

Presbyterian Church in the U. S. (in Schaff Herzog Ency-

clopedia), and Sketch of Southern Presbyterian Church in

volume published by Federal Council on Its Constituent

Churches, and various published addresses.

Henry Alexander White.

Born in Virginia April 15, 1861; graduated at Wash-
ington and Lee University, 1885; Ph. D., 1887; D. D.,

Washington and Lee University; LL. D., Davidson Col-



lege; professor of History at Washington and Lee Uni-

versity, 1889-1902
;
professor of Greek at Columbia Theo-

logical Seminary since 1902 ; honorary member Virginia

Alpha Chapter, Phi Beta Kappa; member Victoria Insti-

tute, London, 1895 ; author, The Pentateuch, in the Light

of the Ancient Monuments, 1894 ; Robert E. Lee and the

Southern Confederacy, 1897 ; Grammar School History of

the United States, 1904 ; The Making of South Carolina,

1906 ; Beginners' History of the United States, 1906 ; Life

of Stonewall Jackson, 1907 ; Southern Presbyterian Lead-

ers, 1911; Short History of the United States, 1914; also

articles in The South in the Building of the Nation,

and Biography of John C. Calhoun, in the Literature of

the South.

Thornton Whaling.

Born in Radford, Va., June 5, 1858 ; A. B., Roanoke
College, 1879; Union Theological Seminary, New York,

1879-81; Columbia Theological Seminary, Columbia, S. C,
1882-1883; M. A., Roanoke College, 1885; D. D., Austin

College, 1895 ; Roanoke, Va., 1897 ; LL. D., Southwestern

Presbyterian University, 1911 ;
pastor at Cheraw, S. C,

1883-90; Birmingham, Ala., 1890-2; Professor of Phi-

losophy and Economics, Southwestern Presbyterian Uni-

versity, 1892-6
;
pastor, Lexington, Va., 1896-1905 ; First

Church, Dallas, Texas, 1905-11 ; President and Professor

Didactic and Polemic Theology, Columbia, S. C, Theo-

logical Seminary, July 1, 1911 ; Assistant Editor Central

Presbyterian, 1890-8 ; Review Editor Magazine of Chris-

tian Literature, 1890-3 ; President of Board of Directors,

Union Theological Seminary, Virginia, 1903-5 ; Director

of Austin Theological Seminary, 1906; Avera Bible Lec-

turer Trinity College, 1914 ; author of Jesus and Christian

Doctrine, Questions on Theology.

J. O. Reavis.

Born in Monroe county, Missouri, December 8, 1872

;

A. B., Westminster College, Missouri, 1896 ; A. M., 1897

;

B. D., Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky..

1899 ; M. A., New York University, 1901 ; B. D., Prince-



ton, 1901 (D. D., Austin College Texas, 1908) ; LL. D.,

Presbyterian College of Alabama, 1917; Pastor of First

Church, Dallas, Texas, 1902-5; Secretary Foreign Mis-

sions, Presbyterian Church of U. S., office at Nashville,

Tenn., 1905-11
;
pastor of First Church, Columbia, S. C,

1911-4; Professor of English Bible, Pastoral Theology

and Homiletics, Columbia Theological Seminary, 1914.

In addition to the full professors there are four

instructors who are rendering valuable service, viz.

:

The Rev. E. D. Kerr, a native of North Carolina, a

graduate of Davidson, of Columbia Theological Seminary,

and a postgraduate of Princeton University and of

Princeton Theological Seminary, who has served for sev-

eral years most acceptably and efficiently as Instructor in

Christian Ethics and Apologetics.

Mr. George S. Fulbright, A. B., a graduate of Bailey

University and of Curry's School of Expression, in Bos-

ton, and a tutor in Harvard University in elocution and
sacred oratory for some years. Mr. Fulbright is admir-

ably equipped for his work, and is rendering valuable

service to the students in training them in the Art of

Expression.

Mr. R. E. Allen, A. M., of Newberry College, for some
years Professor in Chicora College, admirably equipped

as Instructor in Sacred Music.

Mr. William T. Riviere, A. M., of Washington and Lee

University, who has rendered valuable service for sev-

eral years as tutor in Greek.

The success of any institution is of course dependent

upon the efficiency of its teachers. This school has

always had in its service the ablest men in the Southern

Presbyterian Church, and its present faculty is the equal

in its teaching power, ample scholarship and intellectual

force of any faculty which the institution has ever had in

its service or which is in the service of any institution in

our Church.

The student body has grown largely in the last few
years, chiefly because of the attractive, magnetic power
of this faculty. From twenty to sixty students has been



the record in the last six years, and the next year prob-

ably will see seventy-five students seeking enrollment.

The endowment of the school is now $265,000, but will

not avail for the full support of the institution. It is

desired to secure funds to complete the endowment for

a Hebrew Professorship, to provide a library building for

the magnificent and unequaled library which the Semi-

nary possesses, and also to erect a chapel in the stead of

the small building, that is not large enough for the exer-

cises of the school. It is believed that there are numbers
of people in all sections of our country who will be glad

to aid in the further endowment of a school with the his-

tory and record of service which this Seminary possesses.

Summer Work of Students

The students of the Columbia Seminary are all at work
this summer with one or two exceptions, where for special

reasons work was not desired.

The Graduating Class is located as follows

:

A. R. Cates Cordele, Ga.

Neil Mclnnis Kanapolis, N. C.

R. M. Phillips Summerville, S. C.

J. S. Land New Orleans, La.

W. T. Riviere Training Camp, Oglethrope

F. M. Grissett Mobile, Ala.

J. W. Currie DeKalb, Miss.

E. M. Shepard Marion, Ala.

W. S. Hutchison Mills River, N. C.

W. G. Harry Manchester, Ga.

Members of the Middle Class are located as follows for

the summer months, or until September 19, when Semi-

nary opens

:

W. E. Davis Staunton, Va.

G. L. Davis Columbia, S. C.

J. B. Belk Lancaster, S. C.

J. W. Brown Mitchell, Va.

A. C. Ingram Mize, Miss.
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John Blackburn Hampton, S. C.

P. W. DuBose Bamberg, S. C.

J. 0. VanMeter Columbia, S. C.

R. B. Guardian, Jr Atlanta, Ga.

Jason Gardner .Birmingham, Ala.

H. M. Bailey Climax, Ga.

E. S. Brown Etowah, Tenn.

W. A. Downing Columbia, S. C.

C. M. Gibbs Bowman, Ga.

John D. Gillespie Ringold, Ga.

Daniel Iverson St. Matthews, S. C.

W. H. Johnson Society Hill, S. C.

Angus N. Littlejohn Jonesville, S. C.

Paul D. Patrick Greenville, S. C.

Arthur P. Toomer Campobello, S. C.

D. A. Swicord Claussin, S. C.

The Junior Class is located as follows, until September

19, when Seminary opens

:

H. W. Beall Milledgeville, Ga.

Iverson Graham Plumtree, N. C.

F. J. Hay, Jr Fayetteville, N. C.

J. R. McGregor Birmingham, Ala.

A. H. Miller Atlanta, Ga.

J. R. Offield Emmett, Tenn.

I. D. Terrill Saluda, N. C.

L. K. Martin Columbia, S. C.

L. D. King Covington, Ga.

A. H. Key Comer, Ga.

D. A. Miller Rock Hill, S. C.

R. P. Turner Pageland, S. C.

Alumni Banquet
There was a most interesting occasion when the 28

Alumni of the Seminary who were in attendance at the

General Assembly were invited in the name of the Semi-

nary to a banquet, which was held in the building of the

Y. M. C. A. in that splendid city. The toastmaster was
the Rev. Dr. A. B. Curry, and speeches were made by the
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Eev. Dr. Thos. H. Law on the "Seminary of the Past;"

by Rev. Dr. C. M. Richards upon the "Seminary of the

Present;" by the President, Rev. Dr. Thornton Whaling,

on the "Seminary of the Future."

Interesting addresses were also made by Rev. Dr. Don-
ald McQueen, Dr. S. L. Morris, Dr. R. H. McCaslin, and
Judge S. D. Weakley, one of the honored directors of the

institution.

The committees in preparing for the banquet were the

Rev. T. J. Hutchison, pastor at Auburn, Ala., and Rev.

W. D. Ratchford, of Cross Hill, S. C. These gentlemen

contributed greatly to the success of the evening by the

careful arrangements that were made for the entertain-

ment of their fellow Alumni at this banquet.

The constituency of the Seminary was never more
enthusiastic and its Alumni and former students never

more loyal and confident of the unparalleled service which

this school of prophets has rendered, is rendering and will

continue to render to the Church.

Large Gifts and Bequests

The growth of Columbia Seminary from twenty stu-

dents to sixty in six years and the assurance that it will

have seventy-five next year if the means be provided for

their support is a loud call on the beneficence of those who
are God's stewards. Especially the members of the Pres-

byterian Churches in these four Synods who have large

means, ought to consider the duty which rests upon them
to endow this school so that these young men who are

offering themselves for the ministry may be supported

while in preparation for the preaching of the Gospel.

There is no form of using money which will bring in

larger interest than investing it in young men of promise

and of piety who have resolved to give themselves to the

Gospel ministry.

George Washington gave $30,000 to Washington and
Lee University, which, for over a hundred years, has

been yielding interest at 8 per cent, and has gone into

the education of hundreds of young men.
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You might give a similar sum that for hundreds of

years would go into hundreds of young men, who, while

preaching the Gospel, would perpetuate your influence

and enable you through your stewardship of money, to

do the greatest work that you could for God's world and
kingdom.

Could you possibly employ your money for higher ends ?

Could you use your Lord's money in any way more pleas-

ing to Him?

Some Advantages of the Columbia
Seminary for Intending" Students

This Seminary offers many special attractions which
are bringing to it a large number of the best equipped

and the most aspiring candidates for the ministry.

1. Its unexcelled curriculum of study, its location in the

heart of a modern city and in a beautiful plant—with a

classic campus, makes this school attractive to young men
who while pursuing their Seminary course desire to come
in contact with 20th century life. The last Assembly at

Birmingham said : "The Columbia Seminary has come
into a new day. The Seminary has had one of its very

best years in many respects, in all its history, and the

outlook for the coming year is brighter than in all the

long years of its existence. Judging by its able faculty,

its broad and practical course of study, and the standing

and efficiency of its alumni, we are persuaded that the

work done by this historic institution is second to none."

2. The unparalleled history which the institution has

had through its unequalled roster of great teachers and
leaders. The Southern Presbyterian Church is the incar-

nation of the genius of Thornwell, who scored his mark
upon our branch of the Kingdom of God more deeply

than any other man. The Constitution of our Church
was written within its halls by Dr. John B. Adger and
others associated with him. Benjamin M. Palmer was
twice professor here and the first moderator of the Gen-

eral Assembly, and these are but samples of the men who
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have served this historic school. Mr. Wilson, the Presi-

dent of the United States, on a recent visit said, as he

entered the Chapel: "This is comparatively a modest

place, but the ablest speaking I ever heard in my life

was within this building," and he called the names of

Palmer, Girardeau, Wilson, Howe, Adger, Plumer, Wood-
row and others.

3. The social life of Columbia is open to our students

in an unusual way. For various reasons the Seminary

has always been central in the life of the city and the

homes of its most cultured people, from the Governor's

mansion down are open without reserve to our students.

4. The opportunities of work are such that no student

that needs remunerative labor is likely to be disappointed.

The location of Columbia, contiguous to the great States

of North Carolina and Georgia, as well as commanding
South Carolina, secures opening for preaching and other

kinds of religious service in a way that cannot be paral-

leled anywhere in our Church.

5. The University of South Carolina is associated with

the Seminary, so that the advantages of instruction in

that University are open to our students upon easy terms,

and the degrees of Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts

can be secured by counting the Seminary course of study

part of the courses required for these degrees.

6. All the financial aid which any other Seminary in

the Church can offer, is offered at Columbia Seminary,

and students find that the admirable refectory and man-
agement of the institution enables them to live in comfort

upon the means provided for their support.

7. This is a growing institution, having trebled its

number of students in six years. Young men love to be

identified with an aggressive and developing institution.

These are some of the reasons why the strongest young
men are flocking here "like doves to their windows."
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The Needs of the Columbia
Theological Seminary Today
The growth of Columbia Seminary in the last six years

has been unparalleled in the history of the Southern Pres-

byterian Church ; from twenty students to sixty has been

the rapid growth in that period, and next year there can

easily be seventy-five students, if the Seminary is pro-

vided with the means for their support.

The reason of this rapid growth is found not only in

the increase of candidates for the ministry in the Synods

which support the Seminary, but also in the unexcelled

curriculum and faculty who are now administering the

institution.

The Assembly at Birmingham just adjourned, said of

the Seminary: "The Columbia Seminary has come into

a new day. The Seminary has had one of its very best

years in many respects in all its history, and the outlook

for the coming year is brighter than in all the long years

of its existence. Judging by its able faculty, its broad

and practical course of study, and the standing and effi-

ciency of its alumni, we are persuaded that the work done

by this historic institution is second to none."

This institution is now in the same position that Union
Seminary in Virginia and Louisville, Ky., reached several

years ago, viz., its income from endowments will not avail

for the support of the large number of students who seek

admission to its courses of study, and as has been done by

those institutions, so Columbia must now pursue the

policy of finding friends who will furnish the means,

until through bequests and gifts, the Seminary has

secured the larger endowment to meet the larger expense

of supporting this larger number of students.

There could not possibly be a more urgent call appeal-

ing to Christian Stewards who are wise and instructed

in seeing the needs of the Kingdom of God, and so confi-

dently the appeal is made to you to assume the support

of one or more students at the Columbia Theological
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Seminary for a term of years. Will you permit the

Seminary to say to any one of these young men, "You
cannot come to this School for preparation to preach

the Gospel?"
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